
DATA MAKEOVERS
DATA VIZ FOR NONPROFITS

how to make your data more beautiful and engaging
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An artist and an analyst walk into a bar. . . 
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Before . . . 
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Source: Kane County Health Department on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/louise2101/viz/COVIDdashboard_15855315862970/Home



The Rules
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F i n d  Y o u r  f o c u s

Di rec t  the  Eye  With  Lead ing  L ines

Impose  a  Hie ra rchy

Ba lance  Out  Your  E lement s

Use  Complement ing  E lement s

Boos t  (o r  Reduce )  Your  Cont ra s t

Repea t  E lement s  o f  Your  Des ign

Don ’ t  Fo rge t  the  Whi te  Space

A l ign  Your  E lement s

D i v ide  Your  Des ign  I n to  Th i rd s
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Source: Richard Speigal on Tableau Public: 
https://public.tableau.com/views/Lighthouses/Lighthouses?%3Adisplay_count=y&%3Alanguage=en&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3Aretry=yes&mobile= © Data Viz For Nonprofits

https://public.tableau.com/views/Lighthouses/Lighthouses?%3Adisplay_count=y&%3Alanguage=en&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3Aretry=yes&mobile=


Source: Zainab Ayodimeji on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/views/BrutalisedbySARSENDSARSPoliceBrutalityinNigeria/Dashboard1?%3Adisplay_count=y&%3Alanguage=en&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3Aretry=yes&mobile= © Data Viz For Nonprofits

https://public.tableau.com/views/BrutalisedbySARSENDSARSPoliceBrutalityinNigeria/Dashboard1?%3Adisplay_count=y&%3Alanguage=en&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3Aretry=yes&mobile=


The Rules
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F ind  Your  f ocus

D i r e c t  t h e  E y e  W i t h  L e a d i n g  L i n e s

Impose  a  Hie ra rchy

Ba lance  Out  Your  E lement s

Use  Complement ing  E lement s

Boos t  (o r  Reduce )  Your  Cont ra s t

Repea t  E lement s  o f  Your  Des ign

Don ’ t  Fo rge t  the  Whi te  Space

A l ign  Your  E lement s

D i v ide  Your  Des ign  I n to  Th i rd s
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Source: Christian Felix on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/en-us/gallery/air-we-breathe?tab=viz-of-the-day&type=viz-of-the-day © Data Viz For Nonprofits



The Rules
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F ind  Your  f ocus

D i rec t  the  Eye  With  Lead ing  L ines

I m p o s e  a  H i e r a r c h y

Ba lance  Out  Your  E lement s

Use  Complement ing  E lement s

Boos t  (o r  Reduce )  Your  Cont ra s t

Repea t  E lement s  o f  Your  Des ign

Don ’ t  Fo rge t  the  Whi te  Space

A l ign  Your  E lement s

D i v ide  Your  Des ign  I n to  Th i rd s



SSource: Dave Swati
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/swati.dave/viz/HealthSpending_16032245824060/HealthSpending
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SSource: Dave Swati
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/swati.dave/viz/HealthSpending_16032245824060/HealthSpending
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The Rules
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F ind  Your  f ocus

D i rec t  the  Eye  With  Lead ing  L ines

Impose  a  Hie ra rchy

B a l a n c e  O u t  Y o u r  E l e m e n t s

Use  Complement ing  E lement s

Boos t  (o r  Reduce )  Your  Cont ra s t

Repea t  E lement s  o f  Your  Des ign

Don ’ t  Fo rge t  the  Whi te  Space

A l ign  Your  E lement s

D i v ide  Your  Des ign  I n to  Th i rd s
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Source: Ivett Kovacs on Tableau Public.
https://public.tableau.com/views/Womensrepresentationinpoliticsvizforsocialgood/WomeninPolitics?%3Adisplay_count=y&%3Alanguage=en&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&mobile=
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Source: JR Copreros on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/views/TorontoCityandColour/Final?%3Adisplay_count=y&%3Alanguage=en&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&mobile= © Data Viz For Nonprofits

https://public.tableau.com/views/TorontoCityandColour/Final?%3Adisplay_count=y&%3Alanguage=en&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&mobile=


The Rules

© Data Viz For Nonprofits

F ind  Your  f ocus

D i rec t  the  Eye  With  Lead ing  L ines

Impose  a  Hie ra rchy

Ba lance  Out  Your  E lement s

U s e  C o m p l e m e n t i n g  E l e m e n t s

Boos t  (o r  Reduce )  Your  Cont ra s t

Repea t  E lement s  o f  Your  Des ign

Don ’ t  Fo rge t  the  Whi te  Space

A l ign  Your  E lement s

D i v ide  Your  Des ign  I n to  Th i rd s



co lo r -hex .com



f l a t i con .com



Source: Alex Dixon and Tarannum Ansari on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/en-us/gallery/offenses-ivy-league-schools
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https://public.tableau.com/en-us/gallery/offenses-ivy-league-schools


Source: Chantilly Jaggernauth on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/en-us/gallery/worlds-dependency-travel-industry?tab=featured&topic=industry-travel-and-transportation
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https://public.tableau.com/en-us/gallery/worlds-dependency-travel-industry?tab=featured&topic=industry-travel-and-transportation


The Rules
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F ind  Your  f ocus

D i rec t  the  Eye  With  Lead ing  L ines

Impose  a  Hie ra rchy

Ba lance  Out  Your  E lement s

Use  Complement ing  E lement s

B o o s t  ( o r  R e d u c e )  Y o u r  C o n t r a s t

Repea t  E lement s  o f  Your  Des ign

Don ’ t  Fo rge t  the  Whi te  Space

A l ign  Your  E lement s

D i v ide  Your  Des ign  I n to  Th i rd s



Source: Soha Elghany on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/en-us/gallery/day-lebanon-changed?tab=viz-of-the-day&type=viz-of-the-day
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https://public.tableau.com/en-us/gallery/day-lebanon-changed?tab=viz-of-the-day&type=viz-of-the-day


Source: Claire Kim on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/profile/siyu.bao#!/vizhome/2018W27NewYorkRatSightings/NewYorkRatSightings
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https://public.tableau.com/profile/siyu.bao#!/vizhome/2018W27NewYorkRatSightings/NewYorkRatSightings


The Rules
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F ind  Your  f ocus

D i rec t  the  Eye  With  Lead ing  L ines

Impose  a  Hie ra rchy

Ba lance  Out  Your  E lement s

Use  Complement ing  E lement s

Boos t  (o r  Reduce )  Your  Cont ra s t

R e p e a t  E l e m e n t s  o f  Y o u r  D e s i g n

Don ’ t  Fo rge t  the  Whi te  Space

A l ign  Your  E lement s

D i v ide  Your  Des ign  I n to  Th i rd s



Source Max Tham on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/profile/maximiliano4575#!/vizhome/FemaleDirectors/FemaleDirectors
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https://public.tableau.com/profile/maximiliano4575#!/vizhome/FemaleDirectors/FemaleDirectors


Source: Slalom NYC on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/en-gb/profile/slalom5644#!/vizhome/SlalomcoSAFE/UnitView
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https://public.tableau.com/en-gb/profile/slalom5644#!/vizhome/SlalomcoSAFE/UnitView


The Rules

© Data Viz For Nonprofits

F ind  Your  f ocus

D i rec t  the  Eye  With  Lead ing  L ines

Impose  a  Hie ra rchy

Ba lance  Out  Your  E lement s

Use  Complement ing  E lement s

Boos t  (o r  Reduce )  Your  Cont ra s t

Repea t  E lement s  o f  Your  Des ign

D o n ’ t  F o r g e t  t h e  W h i t e  S p a c e

A l ign  Your  E lement s

D i v ide  Your  Des ign  I n to  Th i rd s



Source: Peter James Walker on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/en-us/gallery/covid-19-white-house?tab=viz-of-the-day&type=viz-of-the-day © Data Viz For Nonprofits

https://public.tableau.com/en-us/gallery/covid-19-white-house?tab=viz-of-the-day&type=viz-of-the-day


Source: Sarah Burnett on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sarah.burnett#!/vizhome/COVID-19_15834136269130/COVID-19
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https://public.tableau.com/profile/sarah.burnett#!/vizhome/COVID-19_15834136269130/COVID-19


The Rules
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F ind  Your  f ocus

D i rec t  the  Eye  With  Lead ing  L ines

Impose  a  Hie ra rchy

Ba lance  Out  Your  E lement s

Use  Complement ing  E lement s

Boos t  (o r  Reduce )  Your  Cont ra s t

Repea t  E lement s  o f  Your  Des ign

Don ’ t  Fo rge t  the  Whi te  Space

A l i g n  Y o u r  E l e m e n t s

Div ide  Your  Des ign  I n to  Th i rd s



Source: Dzifa Amexo on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/profile/dzifa.amexo#!/vizhome/MAD4Week5-LogisticsDashboard/LogisticsDashboard
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https://public.tableau.com/profile/dzifa.amexo#!/vizhome/MAD4Week5-LogisticsDashboard/LogisticsDashboard


Source: Dhruv Popat on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/profile/dhruv.popat#!/vizhome/MentalHealthvsPhysicalHealthIronViz/dashboard
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https://public.tableau.com/profile/dhruv.popat#!/vizhome/MentalHealthvsPhysicalHealthIronViz/dashboard


Source: Sanaz Jamloo on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sanazjamloo#!/vizhome/MostPopularFastFoodChains/Dashboard2
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https://public.tableau.com/profile/sanazjamloo#!/vizhome/MostPopularFastFoodChains/Dashboard2


The Rules
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F ind  Your  f ocus

D i rec t  the  Eye  With  Lead ing  L ines

Impose  a  Hie ra rchy

Ba lance  Out  Your  E lement s

Use  Complement ing  E lement s

Boos t  (o r  Reduce )  Your  Cont ra s t

Repea t  E lement s  o f  Your  Des ign

Don ’ t  Fo rge t  the  Whi te  Space

A l ign  Your  E lement s

D i v i d e  Y o u r  D e s i g n  I n t o  T h i r d s



© Data Viz For Nonprofits



Source: Varun Goenka on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/views/OldAdultsFalls/FallRisk?%3Adisplay_count=y&%3Alanguage=en&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link
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https://public.tableau.com/views/OldAdultsFalls/FallRisk?%3Adisplay_count=y&%3Alanguage=en&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link


Source: : Seema M. Rathod on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/shared/CXW92TDH6?%3Adisplay_count=y&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link
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https://public.tableau.com/shared/CXW92TDH6?%3Adisplay_count=y&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link


SSource: Christian Felix on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/en-us/gallery/air-we-breathe?tab=viz-of-the-day&type=viz-of-the-day © Data Viz For Nonprofits
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Before . . . 
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Source: Kane County Health Department on Tableau Public
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/louise2101/viz/COVIDdashboard_15855315862970/Home



 . . . After
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Kane County DashboardCOVID-19



The Cheat Sheet!
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Sign up for 60-Second Data Tips at

NONPROFITVIZ.COM
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Let's talk about  

∙ Custom Interactive Data Dashboard

∙ Data Visualizations for Presentations, Reports, Websites

∙ Infographics

∙ Living (Not Annual) Reports

∙ Data Auditing and Cleaning

∙ Data Game Plans

∙ Data Visualization Workshops
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Y O U R  D A T A





Q & A
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